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David  C.  Mearns 

4740  CONNECTICUT  AVENUE 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
20008 

16  Ho v einb or  1968 

Dear  Jona: 

Alexander  Ross,  the  fur  trader, 
sketches  of  whose  life  appear  in  the  DAB 
and  the  New  Century  Cyclopedia  of  tfojnes, 
is  not  to  he  confused  with  Alexander  i..iltcn 
Koss,  a  Canadian  doctor,  who  claimed  a 
personal  friendship  with  Mr.  Lincoln. 

I  send  you  herewith  extracts  from  his 
Memoir 3  and  from  his  Recollections,  which 
may  help  you  to  reach  a  judgment  as  to  his 
credibility.  I  would  say  from  looking  at  the 
portrait  frontispiece  to  the  Memoirs  that  he 
must  have  been  a  gentleman  of  consuming  self- 
importance.     I  note  too  that  John  Randolph 
was  three  years     old  on  July  4,  1776. 

The  purported  letters  from  Mr.  Lincoln: 
February  9 

Hebciia&y^S,  1865  (Recollections  p.  156)  ana 
March  9,  1S65  (Memoirs,  p.  152-3),  cause  me  some 
misgivings.  In  the  first  place  they  are 
substantially  identical,  in  the  second  place 
fcksxs  they  are  stereotypes  and  Mr.  Lincoln  did 
not  follow  stereotypes,   in  thr  third  place  they 
are  not  account  d  for  in  the  Collected  Works. 


Th^re  is  no  correspondence  with  Dr.  Ross 
in  the  Lincoln  Papers.  There  is  a  letter 
of  July  15,  1864,  from  Koss  to  Lincoln, 
concerning    rebel  officers  in  Canada, 
which  A.  L.  promptly  bucked  to  secretary 
Stanton.  It  is  cited  as  AES,  DNA,  WR  KG  106, 
h.  Q.  A.,  R  168,  Box  70,  and    now  reposes  in 
the  National  Archives. 

I  may  add  that  Carl  accepted  the  doctor's 
claims  and  ouoted  him  in  the  War  iear§,  but 
in  my  opinion  he  should  have  been  more 
JCxuxfcistiB&JSi  fastidious. 


faithfully, 


THE  NEWS  AND  OBSERVER 

JONATHAN  DANIELS,  EDITOR 
RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


November  20,  1968 


Dear  John: 

Since  you  uncovered  the  minor  mystery  about 
Alexander  Rosa  and  Jefferson's  supposed  dusky  harem, 
I  thought  you  would  like  to  see  wnat  may  be  the 
solution.     I  am  enclosing  a  letter  I  received  from 
mv  friend  David  Meams,  Lincoln  scholar  and  until  ne 
retired  recently  chief  of  the  Manuscripts  Division 
of  the  Library  of  Congress. 

David's  citations  at  the  top  of  his  third 
paragraph  are  from  two  books  by  Ross  photocopies  of 
which  my  friend  sent  me. 

1  find  these  obscure  bits  of  history  fcscinating 
as  I  know  you  do. 


Jonathan  Daniel 
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